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General-(/cuncel of Officers met at - 
Dalkeith the f/th of May, 165;. 
in behalf of themſelves , and the 
Forces in Scotland ; ſhewing their 
hearty Concurrence with his Excet- 
lency the Lord General Cromwel, 


' and his ( ouncel of Officers at 
VVhate-hall , in dfſoFving the 
late Parliament. 


SD Onlidering the late Declaration 
WY from your Excellency and Ge- 


” Grounds and Reaſons for the 
Difſolucion of che late Parliament, who 
Az $f wear : 


were choſen by the People for the Com- 
mon go0d, and to procure the Wel-being 
of thole by whom they were intruſted, to . 
remove Oppreſsion, and Arbitrary Power, 
and all Obſtacles to the Peace and Freedom 
of thele Nations, whole Intereſts they 
ought to have preferred before their own 
particular : and yet after ſo long expecta- 
tion of ſome fruit of whatthey have for- 
merly Remonſtrated: and Declared unto 
the People, and ſo many years continuance, 
_ falling ſhort of that good they might have 
_ done, they thould till fo ſtrangely (to the 
breach of thole Gentlemens Engagement 
to your Lordſhip and your Councel, men- 
tioned in your late Declaration) endeavour 
to perpetuate themſelves, and thereby ſtill 
to enflave the Nation, who cannot but 
bleſs the good Hand of GOD in fltirring 
up your Hearts to bear witneſs againſt 
thole evils and corruptions amongft them,” 
which too. manifeſtly abounded; and are 
clearly evident, tothe ſadning of the hearts 
af. good men, and eſteem it a wonderful 
» , Providence: 


= (5) 
Providence that dire&ted you to ſo necel- 
ſary and acceptable a Work. We truſt that 
the LORD who hath not only led you 
through many Diffculties from time ro 
time, even tothis preſent Undertaking, but 
herein given you Wiſdom and Courage 
once again to put forth your ſelves in the 
Great Work of the LORD and his People 
in reviving thoſe Rights and Priviledges 
that have been ſo long ſtifled ; whereby the 
hearts of thouſands are refreſht, as it ap- 
pears by the good reſentment that 1s had 
everywhere of it: and we are afluredand 

. confident that the LOR D will lead you 
by the Right hand of Love, and make 

you walk in eaven paths, teach you Wil- 
dom and Righteonſneſs, and enable you 
{o to manage thoſe weighty Aﬀeairs (which 
he hath now ſo ſealonably called you un- 
to) as that the hands of all- good People 
may be ſ{trengrhened by you, and an happy 
Reformation produced in a greater mea- 
fure and ſhorter time, then was ever like to 
have been by the perperual fitting of thoſe 


men. 


8) 
men whom the Lord hath been pleaſed ro 
hay aſide. And herein we ſhall not only pray 
for you, and rejoyce to ſee thoſe things 
brought forth by you, waiting upon the 
Lord , and ſtudying Righteouſneſs and 
Peace ; but ſhall alſo, as far as the Lord 
ſhall enableus,with our Hearts and Hands, 
and all our might, be ready to joyn with 
you, and to own you in the further pro- 
ſecution of this Grear Work, with which 
we hope neither our Lives, nor any exter- 
nal Comfort ſhall come ia competition. 

And we doubt no: bur all honeſt hearts 
in theſe Nations 32+ in the ARMY ) which 
have not bowed :hcir knees to Baal will(to, 
| a man) ſecond you in making good every 

ſyllable of whar hath been formerly decla- 
red. And at length we hopethe LORD 
will ſertle the Nations in Peace, and in the 
mean while raiſe up your Spirits to tread 
upon and ſcorn thoſe vile things which 
have polluted the hands and hearts of ma- 

| ny that have gone before you, and to act to 
the praiſe of his grear Name, and the com- 
fort 
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fort and excceding refreſhment of all his 
People through the World. 
We ſhall not ſay much more art preſent, 

bur defire that you may go forth in the - 
ſtrength of our GOD; then ſhall the I 
Work of the LORD proſperin your hands, 

and thoſe mighty Lyons which have lain 

in the way of a Pure and Righteous Re- 
formation, be removed. And we truſt our 

Vows and Promiſes ſhall be no more for. 

gotten , nor ſhall we beled back again to 

ſtoop to any Egyptian yoke of Bondage, ei- 

ther- in Spiritual or "Temporal Kingly 

Power. 


Signed in the Name, and by the Appointment of the. 
$ *ognaget; 
Commander in Chief, and the General: Councel of 
Of ficers of the Forces in Scotland, 


Dalkeith 5.May William (lark, Secret. | 
1653. ; 


Imprimatur, G:/bert Mabbot. 
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